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The Feast of All Saints, November 1, which is right 
around the corner, is my favorite day in the Church 
Year after Easter.  The remembrance of all those 
persons who have gone before, who have made me 
who I am, parents, grandparents, relatives and friends, 
is always a powerful experience. Persons whose life, 
example and moral, financial, and spiritual support 
put me on the course that my life has taken.  I am 
grateful for each and every one. And some of them 
will be named at the Holy Eucharist on November 6. 

I think of all the persons who have made St. John’s 
what it is today.  For 250+ years many people have 
prayed, worshipped, served and given to bring us to 
2016.  Lots of changes have taken place in the life of 
this community and we’ve had our ups and downs, 
and we are here today because of the lives and legacies 
of thousands of people whom we don’t know. 

How will we continue the life of St. John’s? Each of 
us is a steward, an agent or manager of the life we have 
been given, the lives given to us by parents, enriched 
by countless supporters through the years. A steward 
is a trustworthy person, managing, caring, nurturing, 
supporting, in another’s stead.  In other words, you 
and I are stewards, not owners, of the lives we live, the 

families we care for, the environment. Part of our 
stewardship is the care and feeding of St. John’s 
Church. 

And we do that by our moral, physical and 
financial support.  Stewardship is indeed about our 
time and talent, and it is also about our treasure.  Jesus 
reminds us that “Where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)  In other words, we 
give to what we think important and valuable, and 
our giving reflects our priorities. Our hearts follow our 
treasure. 

On Sunday, November 13 we will offer our 
pledges for 2017 to God.  I am asking each person to 
prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give.  
Remember those countless persons who were 
stewards of St. John’s through the years.  And 
remember Jesus’ words, “where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 

 
Faithfully, 

Mother Louise 
The Reverend Louise Kalemkerian 
Interim Rector 

Dear Friends, 

Election Day is November 8 
On November 8 we will again be called upon to exercise our civic duty of voting for the leaders of our nation, 

our states, and our local communities. It is a great privilege and responsibility to vote; one not available to all peo-
ple around the globe. We give thanks for all those in our country’s history who have fought for our democratic 
right to vote, and for those who continue to work today to ensure that such freedoms continue. 

This has been a particularly rancorous election cycle.  Candidates on both sides have been mean-spirited, caus-
tic and disrespectful of one another and of segments of the American people. All of us, candidates and public have 
been affected. All of us are called to turn to God and pray for our country, for our leaders and for ourselves that 
we will elect trustworthy and discerning leaders who will make wise decisions for our country. 

To this end, I remind you of the Season of Prayer for an Election   http://news.forwardmovement.org/2016/09/a-
season-of-prayer-for-an-election/, from which I have shared prayers each Sunday.  I ask that you continue praying 
every day for a return to “civility and respect in our political process. Let us pray that Election Day will be free 
from violence and that due process will prevail… that there will be a peaceful transition of power following the 

continued on page 6 
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PRAY… 
Please pray for those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit:  Skip, Téa, Andrea, Dawn, Inez, Jeffrey, Ruth, Rick, Joseph, William, Tony, Allen, 
Frank, Jocelyn, Mary S., Erik, Nicole, Pat, Joe, Cathy, Fran, Kira, Donna, Leslie, Clara, Cecile, Matthew, Emily, Cooper, Liz, Susan, Nancy A., 
Bernadette, Margaret, Chris, Pat, Mackenzie, Allyson, Linda, Justyna, Margaret, Thiago, Allison, Robert, Cait, Bill, Adam, Mary Jane, Nancy, 
Thomas, Peggy, Tricia, Jackie, Ann & Anthony, Matthew, Agnes & George, David, Alexandra, Al, Sue, Alice, Art, Alene & Oyarma, John, 
Barbara,  Jim, Charles, Leslie, Elizabeth, Marge, Attica, Conni, Stefan, Dorothy, Don, Priscilla, and Shirley. 
For Those who have died:  Donald Ellis   

Coming Events 
Saturday, November 5th -  Parish Fair 
Saturday, November 12th -  Parish Work Day 
Sunday, November 13th - Estimate of Giving Sunday  - one service only at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday, November 20th - Morning Prayer - one service only at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday/Sunday, November 19th—20th -  Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) Convention 
Sunday, November 20th -  Celebration of the Spirit, Connecticut Convention Center, Hartford,  
         Holy Eucharist 10:30 a.m. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaching. 
 
Look for more information to follow on these events...but save the dates now! 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!! 
Thank you for your generosity in giving for 2016.  Last year's Stewardship Campaign realized an increase over 

the previous year, and the actual giving to date is above that of the same time last year.  It is your increased giving 
that allows St John's ministries to flourish.  This is wonderful news!!! 

As you reflect on your commitment to our Lord's work, please consider that God has plans for a hopeful future 
for us.  You, your time, talents and financial support are key to our continued success.  Through proportional giv-
ing, an increase in giving each year, you are supporting the wonderful ministries that mean so much to each of us 
and our community, AND allowing for future growth of our parish life. 

On November 13th there will be one service at 9:30am during which we will complete our giving cards and 
leave them on the altar, our Lord's table, to be consecrated.  Following the service will be a catered, celebratory 
brunch in the Great Hall.  If you are not able to attend the service please watch the mail for your giving card.  It is 
important that the cards are returned to the parish office, even if you are unable to pledge giving at this time. 

Please remember......an approximation of your planned giving for 2017 is essential, so that a budget for 2017 
can be established.  Many thanks for your faithful support to the ministries of Saint John's. 

Faithfully in Christ, 
Debbie Borisjuk 
Stewardship Chair 

Celebration of the Spirit: Sunday of Convention* 
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) is doing something wonderful and different on the Sunday of 

Convention this year - a massive worship service in the Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding Bishop, 
the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching. Interest in this free event is gathering steam in parishes, so be sure to go 
to Eventbrite and get your free ticket. You can do this by going to the ECCT website,  

https://www.episcopalct.org/ 
look for the convention information and sign-up for your free ticket, or calling the church office 203-239-0156.   
The event will take place at the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, November 

20th. 
You will only be able to go if you have a ticket, so don’t forget to get one. 
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Recruitment Team Update 

Please Note:   
The newsletter is now being sent out in email form.  Hard copies will only be mailed to those that don’t have 

email. If you wish to have a hard copy you can get one from the church office.  If you have changed your email 
address, please make sure we have your current one,. 

The Recruitment Team continues to work diligently toward the goal of a new rector for St. John’s.  We are 
making progress working with our diocesan consultant The Rev. Dr,. Lynda Tyson  following the process the Epis-
copal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) has defined.  We are meeting regularly.  Watch for more information as it be-
comes available 

 
Faithfully,  
The Recruitment Committee Chairs 
Bob Martin (rmartin@aol.com) 
Jane Brokaw (brokawj@comcast.net) 

IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT 
 

Now is the time for your "many hands" to reach out to create a great 
parish fair.  We truly hope you will contribute in any way you can.  
Ray Bessette and Priscilla Torcello are chairing this year’s event so 
please see what you can do to help them! 
 
 

The Kitchen 
Lunch will be served.  Soups, sandwiches, cookies, brownies, and many more good things to eat...can you help 
with that? 
Crafts 
What about this one...do you have crafts that you have already made to sell, can you make some to donate? 
Jewelry 
Do you have any lovely baubles or bangles to spare?  They can be brought in to the church office prior to the event.   
Baked Goods 
Can you make something delicious to sell at the Baked Goods table? 
Silent Auction 
We are in need of things for the Silent Auction.  Can you donate a gift certificate, a basket of goodies, something 
nice that folks would want to buy tickets for and hope to win? 
Set-Up and Clean-Up 
Can you spare an evening to help set up the tables before the fair, or a few hours on Saturday afternoon to put 
things away?  
Selling  
Are you available to help sell on the day of the fair. 
 

The sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the Great Hall.  Have you signed up? 

Parish Fair, Saturday, November 5th 2016 
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Have You Heard? 
14th Annual Golf Tournament in Memory of Ron Maynard was a 
great success! 
  

       A beautiful day for golf! The weather was perfect, the course looked spectacular, the food 
was delicious, prizes galore...everyone had a really good time.  The day started off with 
registration and breakfast, followed by 18 holes of golf with lunch at the turn, and ended with 
a very nice early dinner.   
       Thank you to all those who sponsored it, donated prizes, or played.  Some did all three! 
With your help we will be able to  support fuel banks in North Haven, North Branford, 
Hamden and Wallingford.  We do not distribute the money until January so there is still time 
if you wish to help.  It is never too late to think about helping someone stay warm. 

Many thanks to Gayle Maynard and Bill Kohlhepp for their organizational skills and Andrea Connolly, Jane 
Davis, John Francis and Doug Stamp for volunteering.  Gayle and Bill had such a good time...they are doing it 
again next year!  So...save that first Thursday in October. You will have fun! 

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 
The Holiday Food Drive, sponsored by the Churches of North Haven has begun this year's collection. The 

Food Drive collects canned foods and dried goods with the help of schools, scouts and the churches and then 
delivers Thanksgiving and Christmas food boxes to North Haven families.  

For the Thanksgiving delivery, the food must be at the Congregational Church by November 11, the packing 
day is Friday November 18 and the delivery will take place Saturday morning, November 19. For the Christmas 
delivery, food must be at the Congregational Church by December 16, the packing date is Friday December 18, 
and the delivery date is Saturday morning, December 17.  

The Food Drive asks everyone to help with donations of food. You can bring those with you to church on 
Sundays. The seasonal drive not only supplies the Holiday Food Baskets, it also stocks the Food Pantry for year-
round dispensing of food. The Food Pantry was depleted this summer by the needs of deserving families, so we 
need an extra spurt of food donations this fall.  

In addition, we need help with the following specific tasks: 
 

     -  the week before the packing dates, sorting food at the Congregational Church, picking up the 
  food collections at the Middle and High Schools;  

 

     -  packing food boxes on the Friday night packing dates;  
 

     -  delivering the food boxes on the Saturday delivery dates; 
 

     -  help on delivery day – carry boxes and frozen turkeys to cars, take down tables, clean up room;   
 

     -  keeping track of and signing off on community service hours for high school students who work 
  on the drive.  

 

If you can help in any way, call Marjorie Dauster at 203-248-2717 or e-mail her at Rdauster@aol.com.  Food 
Drive contributions from members of St. John’s have always been strong – let’s keep it up! 
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To All Who Helped with the Stevens 
Woods Dinner: 

Thank you very much for your efforts to make this 
dinner happen. This was the first year we took this on 
ourselves after watching our Mom and Mom-in-law 
Dorothy Fredricksen pull it off for 40 years. 

She always appreciated everyone’s efforts and we 
certainly do as well. Many people came forward with 
food, beverage and bingo prize donations. Many 
stayed to help and many did both. Thanks to all of 
you. The dinner was a great success and we heard 
numerous kind words. St. John’s is filled with 
generous and caring people – who also happen to be 
fabulous cooks! Blessings abound indeed! 

We are very grateful to everyone who helped with 
our “first” dinner. Thanks to your efforts we are 
looking forward to moving this very meaningful 
ministry into the future and to continuing Dot’s 
loving mission. 

Warmest regards, 
Lynn Fredricksen and Wendy Fredricksen 

A thank you note from Stevens Woods 
Dear Ms Lynn and Ms. Wendy Fredricksen, 
Re: Pot luck supper September 14, 2016 

We are so pleased you that you have chosen to 
carry on the annual pot luck dinner and bingo that 
was established by your mother/mother-in-law, Doro-
thy Fredricksen. 

Your group has again given our residents an eve-
ning of good food, fellowship and just plain fun. 

Many thanks to your group for such an enjoyable 
evening. 

May God Bless you all. 
Sincerely, 
Stevens Woods Residents Association 
Anne B. Ferraiolo, 
President 

Save the Date – Abraham’s Tent 
St. John’s has been invited once again to host 12 

guests who are part of Abraham’s Tent during 
Christmas Week (from Monday evening December 19th 
through Monday morning, December 26th). Abraham’s 
Tent is a partnership between parishes from greater 
New Haven and Columbus House, a homeless shelter in 
New Haven. 

Due to a variety of family obligations, I'm going to 
need a lot of help this year if we are to pull off 
Abraham’s Tent. I am happy to do the up front 
organizing but will have limited availability to be at 
the church that week.  

I'm looking for three different individuals to support 
me during that week by being at the church at various 
times. One individual will be  focused on assuring that 
evening cooks are ready to go and have dinner 
prepared; another to see that the overnight hosts are in 
place and oriented; and finally breakfast cooks have 
arrived and lunch is ready to go. 

Finally, we will need volunteers to help to put 
together Christmas gift baskets for each guest. 

Do you have any particular interest in playing one of 
those roles?   

Bill Kohlhepp 
 

Have you contacted Bill? You can reach him through 
email:  kohlhepp@sbcglobal.net 

Parish Workday - 
Saturday, November 
12th  8:30a.m. ‘til 
done! 
Bring brooms, rakes, work 
gloves, in fact, anything you 
think might be helpful to 
gussy up the place ready for 

the holidays.  There will be jobs to do inside and out.  
Rob Baptie and the Building and Grounds team will 
have a list of what needs to be done.   

At some point lunch will be served to those of you 
who are here.  Pizza...yum! The more the merrier and 
the faster the jobs will go.   

So...don’t forget to come and help with the various 
tasks...and don’t forget your work gloves...no blisters 
allowed! 
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Youth News by Michele Kearney, Director of Children’s Ministries 

election… that those who have been elected to lead our nation, our states, and our communities will dedicate 
themselves to healing the divisions and hurts that have crept into our public life. Pray that God will bring us to-
gether in justice and in peace.”  Quotation from the Election Letter of the Bishops of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut 

For the remainder of this season, I encourage you to pray this litany every day: 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace 
among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and 
to all in administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,  
wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, 

Election Day is November 8th    continued from front page 

Schedule 
November 6th  Regular Church School 
November 13th  9:30 Youth Activity 
November 19th  Middle School Youth @ Loaves & Fishes 
November 20th  No Church School – Annual Convention   
November 27th  No Church School – Thanksgiving break 

Middle School Youth Volunteering at Loaves and Fishes 
Saturday, November 19th 7:45am to 11:00am 
The Episcopal Church of Saint Paul and Saint James operates the largest food pantry in New 
Haven, Loaves and Fishes. Every Saturday morning, dedicated volunteers from New Haven 
and nearby CT communities meet at 7:45 AM in the spacious St. Paul & St. James Church 
basement to serve as many as 350 neighbors who need food, clothing, books for children, or a 

simple (and FREE) medical check-up. The guests are served from 9 until 10:30 in the morning. Tasks include: 
setting up the pantry, handing out food, sorting clothes, assisting in the clothing closet, greeting guests, running 
sweets to the hospitality table and more. 

continued on page 7 

Camp Washington Annual Family Advent Day! 
Sunday, November 27, 2016 
2:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
Camp Washington invites you and your family to the 2nd Annual 
Family Advent Event, November 27 from 2 - 6 p.m.  It's an 
afternoon designed to help make the transition into the season of 

hope and expectation that is Advent. 
Come together to build a family Advent Wreath using Camp Washington Greens, hand dip your own advent 

candles, decorate cookies, and much more.  We'll end our afternoon together with worship and a shared meal. 
 

Cost: $15/person, $50 for a family of 4 or more. Spaces are limited, please register by November 18. 
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Loving, liberating, and life-giving  
We’ve been talking for a little over a year now about being the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, and 

somebody recently said to me, “As a bishop, why don’t you paint us a picture, give us a picture of the Jesus 
Movement so that we can see it?” 

When the Gospel is about to be read, the congregation stands up. Something is going on. And then more than 
that, as the Gospel moment is approaching, a deacon, if there is a deacon in the particular church, a person who 
has been ordained to be at the intersection of the church and the world, is asked to read or chant the Gospel. And 
they come down sometimes with the Gospel book held high. And there’s music and the congregation is singing 
as the Gospel of Jesus, the teachings, the life and the spirit of Jesus enter, in a sense, the room, through the 
reading of the Gospel. And then, on top of that, everyone in the room turns and reorients from wherever they are, 

they turn, they reorient themselves, facing the place of the Gospel, and stand for the reading of the Gospel. For 
hearing the teachings of Jesus. That Gospel moment, the Church has become The Jesus Movement. With life 
reoriented around the teachings of Jesus and around his very spirit. Teachings and a spirit that embody the love of 
God in our lives and in this world. 

A way of love that seeks the good and the well-being of the other before the self’s own unenlightened interest. 
A way of love that is not self-centered, but other-directed. A way of love grounded in compassion and goodness 
and justice and forgiveness. It is that way of love that is the way of Jesus. And that way of love that can set us all 
free. 

Someone once said, “When you look at Jesus, you see one who is loving, one who is liberating, and one who is 
life-giving.”  And that is what the way of Jesus is about. And that is the Movement of Jesus. A community of 
people committed to living the way of Jesus, loving, liberating, and life-giving, and committed to going into the 
world to help this world become one that is loving, liberating, and life-giving. 

Jesus once said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria . . . “, 42nd Street and 3rd Avenue, you will be my witnesses, witnesses 
to a way that is loving, liberating, and life-giving.  And that my friends, can change this world. 

Putting Jesus at the Center 
Loving 

Liberating 
Life Giving 

Relationships With God 
Evangelism 

Relationships With Each Other 
Reconciliation 

And With All God’s Creation 
Environmental Stewardship 

The Jesus Movement 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

and to fulfill our obligations in the community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  
To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be  
safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.  
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to 
their fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of 

 our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen. 
And most of all, I urge you to vote on Election Day, November 8. 

Election Day is November 8th    continued from page 6 
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Welcome Gary Tomassetti Our New Organist and Choir Director 
Gary Tomassetti, a native of Meriden, received his bachelor’s degree in music education (piano) from Wheaton 

College, Illinois, in 1985; his master’s degree in composition from The Hartt School of the University of Hartford in 
1997, and his graduate professional degree in French horn from Hartt in 2007. 

 He was a middle school music teacher (chorus and general music) for nearly 12 years, eight of them in 
Cheshire. He left public school teaching in 1996, worked as an adjunct professor at Teikyo Post (now Post) 
University in Waterbury, and then became a music engraver and editor for a small publishing company in 
Litchfield. He taught computer music notation at Hartt as an adjunct professor from 2001–2015, and his day job 
now is doing computer formatting for Corporate Translations, Inc., a company that handles translations for the 
medical industry. He is also the weekend and holiday obituary clerk for the Record-Journal newspaper in Meriden. 

 He first started to learn music under his mother’s tutelage at the age of five, and as soon as he was old 
enough, he would play the piano while she played the organ at the former Grace Baptist Church in Meriden. Since 
1986, he has been the organist and/or music director for several churches in central Connecticut, including tenures 
at St. Michael’s Episcopal in Naugatuck and Christ Episcopal in Waterbury. He’s very happy to become the new 
music director at St. John’s and is looking forward to getting to know the parish better. 

 Gary has long since lost count of the different musical hats he’s worn, but a short list, besides teacher and 
church musician, would include composer, arranger, accompanist, music engraver, recording engineer, pit 
musician, and musical director of many Broadway shows. 

 He lives in Southington with his wife, Tricia, who is very active at St. Paul’s Episcopal, and their three 
incorrigible cats. He is an avid reader and crossword puzzle solver, and is also highly interested in sleeping. 
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