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Happy new year!  September has always seemed 
like the beginning of the year for me, with the 
commencement of school, activities and various 
undertakings. And it’s the same in our church life.  
Community suppers, the North Haven Fair, Church 
School, dinner at Stevens Woods, all are resuming in 
the next few weeks.  All these activities happen 
because of devoted, dedicated persons who have 
given of their time and energy.  Thank you to all who 
invest of themselves for the life of St. John’s. 

As we begin the new year we will start a Bible 
study on Monday evenings for all who are interested 
in studying and discussing God’s word as found in the 
coming Sunday’s lessons. The study will begin on 
September 19, 6-7 pm; snacks will be served. 

There will be training for old and new acolytes on 
Sunday, October 2, at 11:30, with ice cream sundaes to 
follow.  All interested young people please speak to 
Mrs. Kearney. 

If you are interested in serving as a Lay Eucharistic 
Visitor, one who takes Holy Communion to shut-ins, 
please speak to Mother Louise.  Training will be 
provided. 

Time, energy and willingness to serve are 
important aspects of our life in this faith community.  
Another is our giving of our resources.  These together 
are our stewardship, our saying “yes” to God after we 
say “we believe.” 

Stewardship is the concept which reminds us that 
everything we have, everything we think we own, 
everything we think we are, comes from God.  Those who 
teach Church School or prepare the Community 
Suppers offer of themselves to serve others, the 
children, the guests who come for supper, the 
community. 

The word steward means manager, or agent.  A 
steward takes care of something/some place for 
another.  A steward is a trustworthy person, 
managing, caring, nurturing, supporting, in another’s 

stead.  In other words, you and I are stewards, not 
owners, of the lives we live, the families we care for, 
the jobs we hold, the environment, and also St. John’s. 

All of us came into life owing.  We were born 
because two persons gave us life.  We grew to 
adulthood with the help and support of many people, 
parents, relatives, teachers, friends.  We live in a 
beautiful, free country by the accident of our birth.  
For many of us, our parents or other adults brought us 
to church and so we have grown up in a faith 
community.  We are recipients of God’s extravagant, 
boundless love.    All of this, and much more we have 
received from the love and generosity of others, not of 
our own doing. 

Our God is a God of abundance, lavishness. A God 
of generosity and openhandedness.  All that we are 
and all that we have is God’s.  And God has given it to 
us to use, to be stewards of, to manage, for however 
long we’re on this earth.  This concept is hugely 
counter-cultural, for our society tells us that 
everything we have on earth is our own, that we earned 
it.   Jesus looks at life differently. 

Let’s look at some of these gifts from God.  Like 
our children, to whom we gave life, but who grow into 
their own persons. Like our health.   Our sight, our 
hearing, our ability to walk.  None of these are ours.  
We take them for granted.  Each is a gift.  Ours to take 
care of, to manage.  Or the ability to laugh, to love, to 
forgive, to celebrate.    These too are gifts from God.  
We didn’t create them, we don’t own them.  We are 
stewards of them. 

One of the great gifts in our lives is St. John’s.  It 
has been an anchor for many, here to support and 
sustain us through good times and bad.  A place 
where children have been baptized, marriages 
celebrated, loved ones buried.  This parish that has 
sustained so many for so long has been entrusted to us 
to care for and pass on to others. 

In the coming weeks we will all be asked to 
consider our support for St. John’s for 2017.  What we 

Dear Friends, 

continued on page 7 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


2 

PRAY… 
Please pray for those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit:  Andrea, Dawn, Inez, Jeffrey, Ruth, Rick, Joseph, William, Tony, Allen, Frank, Jocelyn, 
Mary S., Erik, Nicole, Lyra, Pat, Joe, Cathy, Fran, Kira, Donna, Leslie, Clara, Cecile, Matthew, Emily, Cooper, Liz, Susan, Nancy A., 
Bernadette, Margaret, Chris, Pat, Mackenzie, Allyson, Linda, Justyna, Margaret, Thiago, Allison, Robert, Cait, Bill, Adam, Mary Jane, Nancy, 
Thomas, Peggy, Tricia, Jackie, Ann & Anthony, Matthew, Agnes & George, David, Alexandra, Al, Sue, Alice, Art, Alene & Oyarma, John, 
Barbara,  Jim, Charles, Leslie, Elizabeth, Marge, Attica, Conni, Stefan, Dorothy, Don, Priscilla, and Shirley. 
 

 

For Those who have died:   Norman Morrison, Elizabeth M. Baptie,  Tom Dow, Sandi Page. 

TRANSITION PRAYER   
O God, in this interim time we pray for our parish family, that we may be genuine in our self-reflection, 

tireless in our commitment, patient in our discernment, loving in our communion, open in our search, and 
daring in our faith.   

We thank you for the gifts, talents and skills with which you have blessed us.  We thank you for the 
experiences that have brought us to this moment.  Help us accept change as a gift of your direction for our 
journey in this transition. 

Instill in us a vision of the church’s family; that, guided by your Holy Spirit, we will be united in love and 
joyfully accomplish this mission, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Coming Events 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  

where there is injury, pardon;  where there is discord, union;  

where there is doubt, faith;  where there is despair, hope;  

where there is darkness, light;  where there is sadness, joy.  

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  

to be understood as to understand;  to be loved as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

-Book of Common Prayer, page 833 

September 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th - North Haven Fair Booth 
September 10 & 11th -  Camp Washington Youth  Festival 
September 14th - Stevens Woods Dinner & Bingo 
September 18th -  Pancake Breakfast and Sunday School Registration 
September 18th -  Ice Cream Social 
September 25th -  Church School starts at 9:15 a.m. 
Thursday, October 6th - St, John’s 14th Annual Golf Tournament, Lyman Orchards Golf Course 
Saturday, November 5th -  St. John’s Church Fair 
 
Look for more information to follow on these events...but save the dates now! 
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Recruitment Team Update 
Those on the Recruitment Team are: 

Discernment Team work is Done 
Many Thanks to the Discernment Team that consisted of : 

Mary Boruch 
Catherine Coish 
Sue Forte 
Cheryl Harrigan 
Joan Hunt 

Richard Mead 
Joan Morgan 
Ron Penton 
Susan Ransom 

Jennifer Bassett 
Debbie Borisjuk 
Jane Brokaw -  Co Chair 
Rob Cocchiaro 
Anthony DeQuattro 
Amanda Devoe 

Jason Fredricksen 
Pamela Hazall-Farrell 
Tammy Lizotte 
Bob Martin -  Co chair 
Joan Morgan 

The Recruitment Committee conducted its initial meeting on Sunday, August 21st to launch the 
search for a new rector.  We discussed the scope of work over the coming weeks, the timelines, the 
Diocesan 8-step search and selection process that we will be following, as well as a schedule for fu-
ture meetings. 

The committee will be communicating our progress to the parish on a regular basis. While we 
are happy to receive input from the parishioners regarding things they feel are particularly impor-
tant in the selection process, please understand that the Recruitment Committee members  are com-
mitted to maintaining confidentiality throughout the process and will not be providing any details 
regarding candidates. 

Please contact us to share any comments or suggestions. 
Faithfully,  
The Recruitment Committee Chairs 
Bob Martin (rmartin@aol.com) 
Jane Brokaw (brokawj@comcast.net) 

For all the work they did to produce the Parish Profile under the guidance of The Rev. Dr. Lynda Tyson..  
Their job is done and it is now on to the next phase with the Recruitment Team. 

Ice Cream Social 
Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend an afternoon of good old 
fashioned fun with a B & G hosted 
Ice Cream Social. From 3pm to 
5pm on Sunday, September 18 
we’ll gather on the lawn (weather 
permitting) for a fundraiser to help 

defray the cost of recovering our kneelers. Join us for 
some cool refreshment, some friendly bean bag 
tossing competition and a special B & G display. 
Details to follow... 

Food Pantry is Low on Specific items: 
The Food Pantry housed at the North Haven 
Congregational Church needs some help.  When 
donating to the food pantry please consider Coffee, 
Tea, Juice, Mayonnaise, Jelly, Rice, Macaroni & 
Cheese, Potato Mixes, and Canned Fruit.  These 
items are appreciated by our food clients but we run 
out often.  Thanks for your support. 
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Have You Heard? 
14th Annual Golf Tournament in Memory of Ron Maynard will be 
held Thursday, October 6th  2016 at Lyman Orchards Golf Course. 
  

This year’s tournament is being chaired by Gayle Maynard and Bill Kohlhepp.  They are 
looking forward to seeing you out on the golf course.   
       What...you don’t play golf...do you have some friends that play or and employer that will 
sponsor it?   
       You can donate prizes, or help collect some.   Do you have a favorite eating spot,  movie 
tickets, coffee cards, grocery cards ?  All these can be donated as prizes.  Give generously to 
the “We Care” envelopes that will be in the pews closer to the date. Maybe you would like to 
help get flyers out to local businesses to see if they would like to be a sponsor  this year. The 

list goes on and on.  If you can help, talk to Gayle or Bill, or contact the church office. 
 This is always a fun day. Good food, good friends, and most importantly raising money for a good cause. No 

one likes to be cold! 

Have you signed up to host a coffee 
hour...the 8th sacrament? 

Thank you to all who 
have served lemonade over 
the summer months...it is 
now time for coffee! Can 
you help with this? 

Coffee, sugar, and paper goods are supplied by 
the church.  All you need bring is milk, cookies, 
donut holes (or anything else you choose).  It can be 
as simple or as fancy as you want.  Invite someone to 
do it with you.  You will need to arrive at church 
about 9:30 a.m. so that you can set up and plug the 
coffee in before the 10:00 a.m. service.  There are 
always people around to lend a hand both with set-
up and clean-up. Don’t be afraid to ask for help.  If 
you have any questions about this ministry please 
call the church office 203-239-0156.  The sign-up sheet 
is posted on the bulletin board next to the entrance to 
the Goodyear Building.  Thanks in advance for your 
help! 

Grocery Cards 
Every week we put in the church bulletin the 

fact that we sell Stop and Shop and Big Y cards for 
face value, and that we get a commission from the 
two stores for doing this.  This helps support the 
mission and ministry of the church. 

We also add a plea at the bottom for you to buy 
some extra cards to throw in to the basket for 
Mother Louise to use to give to folks that come and 
ask for help. 

Our supply of these cards is extremely low.  
Those knocks on the door for help are from people 
who don’t have enough money to feed their family 
or themselves.  Many people live paycheck to 
paycheck, some don’t even have a pay check 
through lay offs or illness and an extra bill such as a 
car breaking down, or a home repair can wreak 
havoc on the household budget.  Many of them have 
no place to turn and come to the church for help.  
Usually it is a one shot deal and it is amazing how 
they, in return, when things are better for them send 
in a check with a thank you.  For some they are 
homeless and come a little more often.  Not for 
much, just enough to help them get by for a little 
while.  

Next time you buy your cards for grocery 
shopping can you buy an extra $10 one to help build 
up our stock.  It must be hard to knock on the door 
and ask for help! 
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Please Note:   
The newsletter is now being sent out in email form.  Hard copies will only be mailed to those that don’t have 

email. If you wish to have a hard copy you can get one from the church office.  If you have changed your email 
address, please make sure we have your current one,. 

Community Supper - Gearing Up for the Fall  
The Friday Night Community Suppers will be resuming September 9, 2016. The suppers are open to the public 

and are for individuals and families who want companionship for an affordable, nutritious meal. They are held 
every Friday night from 6-7. 

As we gear up for the next season, we invite you as members of St. John's to participate in preparing these 
wonderful meals. We have posted a sign up sheet to the left of the door to the kitchen. These are the tasks you can 
perform: 

Cook:  Cooks prepare a soup or stew dish, sandwich makings and a delicious dessert for about 40—50 people. 
This is the most flexible of the jobs, because you can do it at any time that suits you and permits the food to still be 
fresh for Friday night. We have had cooking crews slicing and dicing on Wednesday or Thursday night, and safely 
storing the food in the refrigerator for the other crew members to heat and serve on Friday. Alternatively, cooks 
have made their suppers Friday afternoon, and had it hot and simmering just in time for dinner. Cooks are 
expected to provide all their ingredients (after checking the stocked stores already on hand), and to turn in their 
receipts for reimbursement by Community Supper. See the church office for guidelines on budget for the dinners. 

Heat and Assemble: This crew comes in Friday afternoon to assemble the sandwiches (cooks who prepare the 
sandwich fixings on a Wednesday or Thursday don't want soggy sandwiches from too early assembly) and heat 
up the soup or stew if the cooks made it early and refrigerated it. 

Serve This crew begins at 6 to serve the dinners and dessert to the hungry diners. 
Clean up: This crew washes dishes, wipes down tables, puts away salt and pepper shakers, and, if necessary, 

puts tables away. This job should be done by 7:30. 
People are already signing up to cook the suppers, take a look and sign up for a date that is good for you.   
 

 For more information about the community suppers, don’t hesitate to call the church office 203-239-0156  

Stevens Woods Dinner and Bingo - 
Wednesday, September 14th 

St. John’s will again host dinner and Bingo for the 
residents of Stevens Woods.  Your help is needed 
with this event.  There is a sign-up sheet posted in the 
Great Hall.  Please use this to indicate what you are 
bringing and whether you can stay and help. The din-
ner starts promptly at 6 p.m. so please bring your 
food donation to Stevens Woods at 5:30 p.m.  If you 
cannot deliver your food donation to Stevens Woods, 
please drop it off at church before 5:00 p.m.  It will be 
transported there.  

We are also in need of Bingo prizes for both men 
and women.  These may be dropped off at church 
prior to the event, or given to Lynn Fredricksen or 
Wendy Fredricksen who are coordinating this event.   

Any further questions, please call the church of-
fice 203-239-0156. Thank you in advance for your 
help! 

Do You Eat Any Little Bites 
Products?   
Frank DeQuattro found this idea to 
help him raise some money for the 
church, by saving the little plastic bags 
from Little Bites products and putting 

them in the box on the back counter in the Great Hall. 
When the box weighs 5 pounds or over he will send it 
in to get Terracycle points which then turns into 
money. They also recycle the packets into pellets which 
then become outside park benches or other things. They 
also might turn the packets into lunchboxes and other 
stuff.  

Thank you for helping me. 
 
Frank 
 

Let’s help Frank with his project for the church! 
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Youth News by Michele Kearney, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Schedule 
September 10th-11th Camp Washington Youth Festival 
September 18th Pancake Breakfast 
September 25th First Day of Church School 

WANTED: Young People (grades 8-12) and their friends who 
want to come together for an awesome weekend of fun, music, 
games, great food, worship, and friendship. 
We’re hosting the first ever Camp Washington YOUTH FESTIVAL at Our Place in Morris 
on September 10th- 11th, 2016! 
 

What’s Happening: 

Thanks to the wonderful generosity of The Bishops’ Fund for Children, the cost of this weekend is only $25 
Register now to reserve your space and t-shirt! (Scholarships available) 

 

When:  Saturday, September 10, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.— Sunday, September 11, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 
Where: Camp Washington— (860) 567-9623 190 Kenyon Road, Lakeside, CT 06578 

· Swimming 
· Canoeing 
· CORCLS 

· Zip-lining & Rope Course 
· Archery 
· Arts & Crafts 

· Hiking 
· Food trucks—included in 

cost 
· Music & more 

Pancake Breakfast 
Our Annual Pancake Breakfast, hosted by our 

Middle and High School 
Youth, will be a fun and deli-
cious way to spend a Sunday 
morning either before or after 
church, depending on which 
service you attend.  You can 
count on a scrumptious meal 
of pancakes, bacon, toast, fruit 

and beverages prepared by St. John’s youth. And 
you can’t beat the price, $2.00 per child, $3.00 per 
adult, with a $10.00 cap per family.  Please plan to 
join us at 9:00 a.m. on September 18th.  

Calling All Middle and High 
School Chefs 
Come join St. John’s Youth as they pre-
pare our annual Pancake Breakfast.  
Sunday, September 18th at 7:00 a.m. 
RSVP to Michele… you can reach her a 

number of ways call or text her cell @ 203-464-1519, 
call her home @ 203-288-7699,  call the church office 
at 203-239-0156 or, email @ mkearney@stjohns-
northhaven.org 

Church School Registration  
While everyone is getting ready for BACK TO SCHOOL, we are also getting ready for the 
Church School Year which will start September 25th. Enclosed is a Church School registration 
form that may be returned to the office or given to Michele Kearney at any time. We will have a 
“last chance” to register at the Pancake Breakfast on September 13th. 
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Something to think about: 
 

A reflection on Luke 14:1, 7-14   the Gospel for August 28, 2016 
 

When I was still a seminary teacher, I used to share this startling statistic with my students: “an Episcopalian 
will invite a person to church once every 37 years.” And we wonder why our churches are empty. 

This morning (fair enough, due to some being away and it being the 9:30 a. m. service) there were only three of 
us in one of my parish services. As I reached the door, I remembered too late that I was going to ask a couple if 
they’d like to join us. I was sorry I’d forgotten. If each of us three had invited someone, we’d have doubled our 
worshiping group. But whom would we invite? Probably folks we already know— friends, family, neighbors per-
haps. And today, sadly, we can be pretty sure of a majority of the answers—“the kids have football; it’s the only 
day we can shop; I’m not really religious”—to consider just a few. It seems terribly frustrating— at least I find it so. 

In today’s passage, though, Jesus says we must invite a whole lot of different types of folks. We must find the 
blind, the lame, the hungry, the poor, people who might not have someplace to invite us to later on. Sometimes 
we’re not too adept at showing hospitality to folks we find “different.” Recently, a friend of mine who is a lay 
preacher told me about a young man who came into her service. He was a local, but he was hung-over and crying. 
Everyone but my friend walked away with growing discomfort. She spent time with him and then told him about 
a local Community Church that would be more welcoming. 

In my own Anglican Church, we still do not give Communion to people who are not confirmed, especially 
children. We welcome you to the service, but we don’t invite you to come to the Table. I’ll admit—I break this rule. 
We worry about our diminishing congregations; we claim to want young people and children to come. But we 
need to take a serious look at the whole picture. Who are the people we are uncomfortable with? Which ones do 
we hope never drop in? And when we do find a stranger in our midst, or perhaps a child, how do we welcome 
them? Do we sincerely want to share with them the Living Bread, or do we want only those with the right creden-
tials to gather around? Jesus was pretty firm about what he thought—“when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind,” and I’m sure today he’d add: the children, the unconventional, the LGBT, the 
people of color ... all! 

 

The Rev. Suzanna Metz in Synthesis, A Weekly Resource for Preaching and Worship following the Revised Common 
Lectionary, August 2016 

give to God is a spiritual issue as much as a financial 
one.  It is part and parcel of how we live our faith; it 
ranks with prayer, Scripture reading, attendance at 
worship and charitable deeds. It’s tempting to believe 
that we need to accumulate enough before we can 
share and be generous. (Whatever “enough” is.  It’s 
said that the definition of “enough” keeps changing: 
“Enough” is always just a little more than I have.) But 
the opposite is true. Whenever we share what we 
have, we become generous people. By sharing, we 
grow into the generous people God is creating us to 
be.  

Mother Louise—continued from page 1 Jesus tells us that “where your treasure is, there 
your heart is also.” Our hearts really do follow our 
treasure, not the other way around. 

Each of us is called to prayerfully consider what 
God is calling us to give.  Think about God’s many 
gifts and blessings in your life.  Consider how much 
you want to gift those you love, your children, your 
friends, St. John’s.  Remember that each of us has 
been entrusted with the sacred responsibility of 
caring for those we love. 

 
Faithfully, 
Mother Louise 
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The Mission Trip has come and gone.  Vacation has come and gone.  Now is the quiet period before the start 
up of church school, the choir’s return, and all the hustle and bustle of the activities in the Fall.  During this time 
I’ve been thinking about all of you wonderful parishioners who make this place tick: you who put together Martha 
Ministries, (and we have had quite a few this summer) you who help make the services run smoothly, acolytes, 
altar guild, lectors, liturgical assistants, and you who have been coming to church during the summer months and 
watch children pop up from what seems like nowhere to go to Gospel Time. 

The quiet period gives time to reflect on gearing up for the Fall.  Can I help with the Community Supper? Is 
this the year to teach Sunday School?  Where am I most needed in my church?  Maybe I’ll host a coffee hour, go to 
Bible Study,  find out more about the discernment process or help out with the kitchen at the Fair. The possibilities 
are endless!   

St. John’s truly is a great place to be.  You, the parishioners of St. John’s, help make it all tick and there is 
mission and ministry going on everywhere. As you read this newsletter you can see it all taking place. 

How fortunate to have a quiet time to reflect on this.  I eagerly look forward  to the hustle and bustle of the 
Fall, with Sunday School resuming, Community Suppers starting up, the return of Sandwich Ladies, (although 
they have been coming in the third Wednesday of the month this summer). 

There have been some changes... we said goodbye to Jeremy, the Discernment Team has finished up and 
handed over the reins to the Recruitment Team, we had Morning Prayer for three weeks while Mother Louise was 
away, and we are coming to grips with a 3/4 time priest and no 5:00 p.m. Saturday service.  Oh my! All those 
changes!  What an exciting time for St. John’s, a new priest, a new organist, every one working together to make it 
happen — ”side by side.” Watch this space for more news! 

Jane 

Quiet Period 
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